
Scope:

Sheep Production-Entrepreneurship: 40 Breeding Ewes, 4 Yearling Ewes, 26 Ewe Lambs, 28 Wether Lambs, and 2 Rams
How I got started:
I have been involved in the sheep production proficiency area nearly all my life. My parents purchased a farm of ninety acres to raise their flock of crossbreds and Suffolk ewes when I was one.  As I grew up alongside sheep, they became a part of my everyday life. I would follow my dad around when he did chores and help with the feeding and watering. In 1999, I started my flock with a Suffolk and a crossbred ewe that I received from my parents. I joined 4-H and purchased a purebred Columbia ewe and ram to start my wool breed flock. I started a flock of Columbias because they produce a higher quality fleece than the meat-type and Suffolk sheep even though they don't perform as well as a market animal. Each year, I expanded my flock with Columbias, Suffolks, and meat-type ewes by keeping replacement ewe lambs and purchasing ewe lambs from other farmers. I started showing sheep at the Adams County Fair and Central Wisconsin Junior Livestock Show when I was nine. I competed in showmanship classes, judging, and quiz bowls to improve my knowledge of the sheep and livestock industry. With the support of my family, I will continue to show through my FFA and 4-H careers. I learned to show and fit my sheep by practicing and traveling to larger shows to pick up tips. My family is involved in the sheep shearing business and by traveling with my father to jobs around the state, I have the chance to learn about different flocks and farm operations.

Goals:

Goal #1: I plan to improve my flock of ewes so that I will have quality market lambs and breeding stock. I hope to increase my flock to thirty breeding ewes by the time I purchase a farm. I believe Suffolks, Columbias, and meat-type crossbreds will give me a flock to produce quality market lambs, breeding stock, and wool for future sales. 
I have improved my flock of ewes by keeping my best ewe lambs, culling inferior ewes, and using purebred and meat-type rams. I have chosen my rams based on their characteristics and genetic history.
Goal #2: I plan to improve the buildings and fences on my family's farm to allow for specialized breeding and feeding, increased livestock housing, and equipment storage. Improvements to the barn will allow for more animals to be sheltered, especially during lambing season. To lengthen the life of the facilities and buildings, I hope to complete needed repairs. Creating individual pens for specialized feeding (different rations for the lambs and breeding ewes) would be beneficial and improve feed usage. I would like to improve the fences to allow easier access to the pastures and dividing the pastures would allow for pure breeding in the fall and will allow for rotational grazing to better utilize the acreage of the farm.
We built a lean-to on the barn to gain more room for the ewes during lambing and we are improving the facilities so they are more productive throughout the entire year. My family received a county grant to fence the perimeter of our farm. We also divided the pastures into five acre paddocks for rotational grazing and dividing the sheep during breeding season. Last fall we built a machine shed to store our equipment and I have been finishing it by adding sliding doors and installing trim. This fall I repaired the barnyard fences.
Goal #3: I plan to improve my shearing skills to contribute to the family business. My family has been shearing sheep for generations, and I would like to continue the tradition. Presently, I travel on shearing jobs with my dad and brothers. When I started out, I would shear at a few places, but I mainly catch sheep and bag wool. Now I am one of the main shearers on most jobs and I am still working to better my shearing skills using the Australian style of shearing. I have done fitting of show sheep, and I am constantly expanding my knowledge of each breed's characteristics so I can emphasize their best qualities.
To improve my shearing skills, I practice shearing on the family's flock while my father shows me the correct steps.  My father teaches shearing each year through the UW-Madison Arlington Research Station where I assist him.  While there I gain more knowledge and tips to improve my skills so I can shear at jobs on my own.

Future Plans:
In my future years, I plan to graduate with a degree in agricultural or civil engineering from UW-Platteville. I am taking agriculture and engineering classes to get the background I'm looking for in each area. Once I receive my degree, I plan to obtain a career in engineering that will utilize my agricultural and carpentry skills that I have expanded in this SAE. I intend to continue to build my flock of sheep and will continue with a breeding program that will produce quality market lambs and fleece. I plan to purchase another breed of sheep, possibly Montadale or Cheviot because my research shows they are a good all-purpose sheep and will crossbreed well with my current flock. I plan to raise sheep for youth of my community to purchase for breeding stock and market lambs, so they can start or improve their flock. As I have improved my sheep shearing skills and become more proficient in shearing, I have worked toward purchasing my own shearing equipment and participating in the family shearing business throughout the state. I plan to continue my involvement with the youth in my community by becoming a member of the FFA Alumni and a 4-H Leader too.
Suggestions to FFA Members:

· Keep accurate and detailed records. It takes time, but is very beneficial in the long run. Good financial records will help you manage your farm to ensure a profit.  Accurate records will help you keep the best breeding stock to keep a quality flock. 
· Visit local farms and attend workshops to learn new ideas to implement on your farm.
· Develop a good working relationship with your local feed mill.  It will make sure your livestock get the correct nutrients to get the best rate of gain.
· Learn from the many people you meet in the agriculture field.  They will give you great advice and give you a realistic outlook of the future of agriculture. 

· Enjoy what you are doing; it is hard work, but the work ethics you learn from your SAE will benefit you in the future. 
· You can have as many SAEs as you want.  My SAEs include: sheep, beef, pigs, poultry, crops, vegetables, fencing, shearing, firewood, and lawn mowing.
· Participate in as many FFA activities as possible on local, state, and national levels.
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