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Stunning. Astonishing. Eye-Opening. Awesome. Exciting. Fantastic. Outstanding.  These are just a few of 
the words that can describe the National FFA Convention.  On October 17, the State Officer Team along 
with four National Delegates made our way down to Indianapolis, Indiana.  Why so early you may ask?  
Well, the delegate process kicked off right away Tuesday morning.  Through the delegate process, we get 
to make changes that we feel would benefit the organization as a whole.  One major thing that came 
through the delegate process about 40 years ago was allowing females into FFA, so it is very important.  
Wisconsin has 15 voting delegates, which is why we have four FFA members that are deemed National 
Delegates and they come along with the State Officer Team.  Many discussions were held throughout the 
process at National Convention and recommendations were made to the Board of Directors.  There are 
some very exciting things that were passed by the delegate body that will affect all of us as FFA members 
if approved by the Board.   
 Besides the delegate process, there were many exciting events at the convention.  The sessions 
kicked off on Wednesday and they were all jam packed with award winners, talent performances, band and 
chorus performances, motivational speakers, and national officer retiring addresses.  As delegates we got 
floor seats right near the stage.  It is very cool being on the floor and feeling all the energy of everyone.  
There was also a concert featuring Little Big Town, Steel Magnolia, and Blake Shelton.  It was very good 
and I enjoyed it even though I’m not the biggest country music fan.  The career show is always a big hit 
and it was great to spend time learning about future employers of many of us.  There were a few things that 
we didn’t have the chance to experience such as bull riding, hypnotist shows, workshops, and many others.  
Hopefully everyone that went to National FFA Convention enjoyed themselves and got a lot out of the 
great opportunity that it is.  I know that I made many memories and had a fantastic time.    
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American Star in Agriscience 
Keith Bollinger, Cochrane-Fountain City FFA 
 
National Proficiency Award Winners 
Trenton Bemis, Fruit Production, Lincoln ACHM  
 
Teach Ag Ambassador 
McKenzie Baecker, Cochrane-Fountain City FFA 
 
National Agriscience Fair 
Jacob Kafer & Megan Hurlburt, 5th Gold, Bio-
chemistry/Microbiology/Food Science 
 
National FFA Delegate 
Cassie Olson, Black River Falls FFA 
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National Proficiency Award Winners 
Brad Laack, Dairy Production Placement, Plymouth FFA 
Tyler Meister, Forest Management and Products, Reedsburg FFA 
Bridget Achterberg, Swine Production Entrepreneurship, Abbotsford FFA 
Devon Feldt, Wildlife Production and Management, Waupaca FFA 
 
Honorary American Degree Recipients 
Cheryl Steinbach, Granton 
Darlene Arneson, Stoughton 
David Erickson, Madison 
Bill Holler, Lodi 
Mike Kawleski, Green Bay 
Donald Wipperfurth, Lodi 
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National Agriscience Fair 
David Pintens & Grandon Scheil, Barron FFA, 1st Gold, Division 3, Engineering 
Josh Cherek, Spencer FFA, 3rd Gold, Division 2, Engineering 
Aaron Zimmerman, Spencer FFA, 6th Gold, Biochemistry/Microbiology/Food Science 
Kylee Lofthus, New Auburn FFA, 7th Gold, Biochemistry/Microbiology/Food Science 
Levi Lang & Matt Schommer, Pardeeville FFA, 5th Gold, Division 3, Botany 
Ruth Feltham, Big Foot FFA, 10th Gold, Division 2, Botany 
 
National Career Development Events  
Dairy Cattle Evaluation: Waunakee FFA, 7th Gold 
Dairy Cattle Handling: Bryce Kull, Lake Mills FFA, Gold 
Floriculture: Elkhart Lake FFA, 5th Gold 
 Jenna Mehre-5th Gold; Kira Ruechel-10th Gold 
Food Science and Technology: Lisa Chou, Oconto Falls, 5th Place Gold Individual 
Meat Evaluation: River Ridge FFA, 7th Gold 
 

National FFA Officer  
Alicia Hodnik, Big Foot FFA,  
National FFA Central Region Vice President 
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FFA Week 
Feb. 19-26 

Has your chapter started 
making plans for this 
week?  It is a good time 
to do activities in your 
school and chapter to 
promote FFA and         
agricultural education. 
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Sectional T-Shirt Contest 

Design Rules 
-A maximum of two colors used for the print. 
-Color of the shirt must be designated. 
-Design can be for front, back, or front and back.   
-Must be an ORIGINAL design that promotes Section 3. 
-Each chapter can submit one design only. 
-The design must be sent to me in a format that can  
  easily be opened.  Example:  .jpg or .pdf 

Are you creative?  Do you think you are a master t-shirt designer?  Well now 
you have the chance to create a t-shirt for Section 3!   

March: 
3– Alma 
 
April: 
3– Arcadia 
14– Whitehall 
17– La Farge 
21– Independence 
29– Tomah 

May: 
4– Melrose-Mindoro 
5– Blair-Taylor 
11– Black River Falls 

These are the banquet dates that I 
currently have.  I know many 
chapters are still working on      
determining a date.  Once your 
chapter has a date figured out, 
please contact me with that         
information.  I would love to come 
to all of your banquets! 

-All designs must be submitted to me at 
bguza@wisconsinffa.org by December 9, 2011. 
-Voting will take place from December 12-16 
-One vote per chapter on their favorite design 
-Winning design will be given a prize** 

Any questions can be directed to me at bguza@wisconsinffa.org 

**Minimum of five 
free T-shirts will go to 
the chapter that has the      
winning design!       
Depending on how 
many shirts are sold, 
additional shirts will be 
given to the winning 
chapter. 



November 

11-12– 212/360 Conference in Stevens Point 

January 

Half-Time Conference  

February 

6– District 7 Speaking Contest– Cochrane-Fountain City 

6– District 9 Speaking Contest– Westby 

16– District 8 Speaking Contest– Melrose-Mindoro 

19-26– National FFA Week 

24-25– FFA Farm Forum in Wisconsin Rapids 
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Brian Guza 
State FFA Treasurer 
N5629 Trump Coulee Rd. 
Taylor, WI 54659 

Winter Calendar of Events 


