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For Immediate Release                                           Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director
                                                                                                          Phone: 715-659-4807    Email: wiffa@tznet.com 
CULLEN WINS WISCONSIN FFA 

WILDLIFE PRODUCTION & MANAGEMENT AWARD
MADISON, WIS., June 15, 2010 – Westley C. Cullen of the Weyauwega-Fremont FFA Chapter was named the 2010 winner of the State FFA Wildlife Production & Management Proficiency Award.  This award recognizes the student who best demonstrates an understanding of wildlife and their environment.  
His parents are Renee and Tom Cullen.  Westley’s advisors are Sandra Dykes and Connie Peterson.  Westley began developing his SAE when he joined FFA in 7th grade with interest in the environment and wildlife in particular.  He would follow his uncle on his trap lines to gain knowledge of animal habitats and identifying animals and their tracks.
Don Bauer Fur Company has employed Cullen where he has learned to flesh an animal and stretching the hides so pelts can be sold at a premium.  Wes is also skilled at making and setting baits, scouting the river for ideal places to build new wildlife habitats and has planted thousands of trees and maintains food plots.  He is slowing purchasing his traps and supplies and has constructed a shed to store them in.  

Westly has become certified Trapper and would like to become a certified trapping instructor.  
Six state finalists in this award area received cash awards made possible by state-level sponsorship from the Section 8 FFA Alumni and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation.   

Cullen will find out this summer if he is selected as one of four national finalists. If selected, he will compete at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., in October. The four finalists will each receive a plaque and scholarship money thanks to national sponsorship by Yamaha Motor Corporation USA and Land O’ Lakes Feed/Purina Mills.  
The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 250 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 14 to 17 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis.

The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 17,000 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.  
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