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For Immediate Release                                           Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director
                                                                                                          Phone: 715-659-4807    Email: wiffa@tznet.com 
PAPCKE WINS WISCONSIN FFA 

VEGETABLE PRODUCTION AWARD
MADISON, WIS., June 15, 2010 – Skyler Papcke of the Elkhorn FFA Chapter was named the 2010 winner of the State FFA Vegetable Production Proficiency Award.  This award recognizes the student who best demonstrates an understanding of vegetable production systems, care and marketing.  
His advisor is Dave Kruse.  Skyler’s SAE involved buying seed, planting, growing, harvesting and selling 4 acres of sweet corn.  He has also begun to raise tomatoes, cucumbers, and peppers to sell.  Papcke’s Sweet Corn is a roadside sales stand that has been passed from grandparents to parents to him and his brother and now Skyler has sole ownership.  He enjoys many advantages with this arrangement.  The sweet corn is planted along a main highway that contains heavy summer tourism traffic.  Papcke enjoys an established customer base with a solid reputation.    
Papcke has created an irrigation system using hoses and sprinklers and uses herbicides and insecticides to control weeds and insects resulting in increased yields.  He sets traps for his biggest competitor, the raccoons that always know when the corn is ripe.  He has designed, constructed and hung a huge sign directing traffic to his stand.  

Skyler alternates planting schedules to stagger harvest allowing him to sell sweet corn throughout the entire summer to increase profits.  
Six state finalists in this award area received cash awards made possible by state-level sponsorship from McCain Foods, Inc. and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation.   

Papcke will find out this summer if he is selected as one of four national finalists. If selected, he will compete at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., in October. The four finalists will each receive a plaque and scholarship money thanks to national sponsorship by Monsanto Vegetable Seeds.
The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 250 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 14 to 17 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis.

The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 17,000 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.  
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