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[bookmark: _GoBack]KURTZWEIL WINS WISCONSIN FFA 
SPECIALTY CROP PRODUCTION AWARD

Connor Kurtzweil of the Edgar FFA is the 2018 Specialty Crop Production winner.

Kurtzweil began working on the family ginseng farm at a young age, pulling weeds, picking berries and finding roots behind the digger. In time his responsibilities on the family owned and run farm have grown considerably.

Now Connor runs all the equipment necessary for preparing, planting, maintaining and harvesting the crop, as well as washing, cleaning and drying the roots after harvest so that they can be shipped to their destination.

Kurtzweil also assists with management responsibilities, like finding and supervising additional help during the busy and short harvesting window. He looks forward to continue to learn every aspect of running a ginseng operation.

Connor’s advisor is Matthew Reinders.

As a state finalist in this award area, Connor received a cash award made possible by state-level sponsorship from Clinton FFA Alumni.

Kurtzweil will find out this summer if he is selected as one of four national finalists. If selected, Connor will compete at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., in October. The four finalists will each receive a plaque and scholarship money thanks to national sponsorship by National FFA Foundation and National FFA Organization. 

The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 251 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 11 to 14 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis. The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 21,173 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.                                                                  ###
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