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For Immediate Release                                           Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director
                                                                                                          Phone: 715-659-4807    Email: wiffa@tznet.com 
FRANSEEN WINS WISCONSIN FFA 

SPECIALTY ANIMAL PRODUCTION AWARD
MADISON, WIS., June 15, 2010 – Joel Franseen of the Marshfield FFA Chapter was named the 2010 winner of the State FFA Specialty Animal Production Proficiency Award.  This award recognizes the student who best demonstrates an understanding of animal production systems as well as marketing.  
Franseen’s advisors are Mark Zee and Tim Heeg.  His parents are Deb and John Franseen.  After leaving the dairy industry in 1998, Joel has jumped back in only this time he is milking dairy goats.  Researching functions of a dairy goat Franseen felt this venture could be successful, profitable, and attainable.  Joel remodeled the existing barn, signed contracts with a cheese plant and milk hauler and then purchased 185 milking does and 50 yearlings.  He has become skilled at estrus detection, mating his does to bucks that will correct genetic weakness.  
Franseen has created a tattoo system for the young does.  When the does reach maturity he inserts a more visible ear tag as a means of tracing crucial ancestry.  Joel has become an efficient milking getting over 8 pounds of milk per goat daily.

Franseen hopes to purchase a farm, expand to 300 head, and sell replacement does and bucks and fund a market for goat meat in Europe or the Middle East.  
Six state finalists in this award area received cash awards made possible by state-level sponsorship from the Marshfield FFA Alumni and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation.   

Franseen will find out this summer if he is selected as one of four national finalists. If selected, he will compete at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., in October. The four finalists will each receive a plaque and scholarship money thanks to national sponsorship by Land O’ Lakes Feed/Purina Mills and the National FFA Foundation.
The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 250 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 14 to 17 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis.

The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 17,000 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.  
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