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For Immediate Release                                           Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director
                                                                                                          Phone: 715-659-4807    Email: wiffa@tznet.com 
HAAS NAMED SAFE TRACTOR OPERATOR STATE WINNER
MADISON, WIS., June 15, 2010 – Anthony Haas of the Manawa FFA was named 2009 State Winner of the Wisconsin Association of FFA State Safe Tractor Operator Contest. Haas FFA advisor is Sandy Cordes. Anthony was one of ten sectional winners who competed at the 2009 Wisconsin Farm Technology Days last July.  Anthony was presented a trophy for his accomplishment at the 81st Wisconsin FFA State Convention on Wednesday, June 16, 2010.

The purpose of the contest is to promote and encourage safe and skillful farm tractor operation, in addition to providing members an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of tractor maintenance. Rural Mutual Insurance Company through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, Inc sponsors the State FFA Safe Tractor Operator Contest.  

FFA members from around the state can compete in their local and sectional Safe Tractor Operator Contests and must be named one of the 10 sectional winners in order to advance to the State FFA Contest.   A contestant must be at least 14 years of age and have successfully completed the tractor certification course or be 16 years of age and have completed at least one year of agricultural education and be enrolled in classes the current calendar year of the contest.

The FFA Safe Tractor Operator Contest involves four major parts - Written Exam, Practical Exam, Two Wheel Driving Event and Four-Wheel Driving Event.  In addition, contestants are also scored on safety anytime they are operating the tractor during the contest.

Contestants take a 50 question Written Exam.  Questions are asked about anything from tractor safety to maintenance.  The Practical Examination consists of the inspection of a tractor for maintenance and safety items.  The basis for selecting these items will be a routine daily check-up.  Some of the unsafe items that contestants could look for would be missing SMV emblem, lights not operational, crankcase fluid low, etc.  The Two-Wheel and Four-Wheel Events involve driving courses each with a 5-minute time limit and demonstrating safety and skillful driving.  

The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 17,000 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.  
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