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For Immediate Release                                           Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director
                                                                                                          Phone: 715-659-4807    Email: wiffa@tznet.com 
PUES WINS WISCONSIN FFA 

POULTRY PRODUTION AWARD
MADISON, WIS., June 15, 2010 – Nicholas Pues of the Bonduel FFA Chapter was named the 2010 winner of the State FFA Poultry Production Proficiency Award.  This award recognizes the student who best demonstrates an understanding of animal production systems as well as marketing.  
His advisor is Doug Raymakers.  As a little boy Nicholas chased the rooster around the farm until he was out of breath.  Now he owns 200 assorted chickens, ducks and geese.  Pues has realized the importance of health care by sterilizing pens, roosts, feed and water equipment.  He provides proper ventilation to prevent diseases from starting and from spreading.  
Accurate records for the size of Nick’s poultry operation are a “must” to determine numbers sold for show purposes, numbers butchered and egg production.  Leg and Wing Bands have help Pues achieve this goal.  Nick’s plans are to construct additional coops to provide adequate housing for his entire flock and a heated environment for his laying hens to increase egg production during winter months.  
Pues’ goal is return to the farm that has been in his family since the 1800’s and continue raising superior genetic poultry.  
Six state finalists in this award area received cash awards made possible by state-level sponsorship from Gold’n Plump Poultry and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation.   

Pues will find out this summer if he is selected as one of four national finalists. If selected, he will compete at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., in October. The four finalists will each receive a plaque and scholarship money thanks to national sponsorship by the Tractor Supply Company and the National FFA Foundation.
The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 250 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 14 to 17 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis.

The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 17,000 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.  
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