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For Immediate Release                                           Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director
                                                                                                          Phone: 715-659-4807    Email: wiffa@tznet.com 
BUSS WINS WISCONSIN FFA 

NURSERY OPERATIONS AWARD
MADISON, WIS., June 15, 2010 – Andrew Buss of the Randolph-Cambria-Friesland FFA Chapter was named the 2010 winner of the State FFA Nursery Operations Proficiency Award.  This award recognizes the student who best demonstrates an understanding of nursery operations and management.  
His advisor is Keith Gundlach.  Lisa and Steve Buss are his parents.  Andrew is employed at the 100-year old business of J.W. Jung Seed Company & Nursery.  Buss works in the fields, in the sales yard, and in the nursery greenhouses.  He takes perennial cuttings and with the aide of rooting compound has a 90% potted plant survival rate.  
One of Andrew’s duties is to transfer all nursery and cooler stock to the fields for planting.  He has ridden a 4-person planter over 500 hours placing newly rooted perennials in the soil.  Buss spends much time on the sales yard answering customers questions and selling trees, shrubs, and ornamentals.  

Andrew is looking forward to moving up to crew leader and training new recruits next season.  
Six state finalists in this award area received cash awards made possible by state-level sponsorship from the Wisconsin Nursery Association.   

Buss will find out this summer if he is selected as one of four national finalists. If selected, he will compete at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., in October. The four finalists will each receive a plaque and scholarship money thanks to national sponsorship by RAM Truck Brand and Landmark Nurseries, Inc.
The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 250 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 14 to 17 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis.

The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 17,000 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.  
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