

[image: C:\Users\Nicole\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\LiveYourWhyLogo.jpeg][image: Wisconsin Association of FFA_CMYK (1)]News Release



Department of Public Instruction
125 South Webster Street
Madison, WI 53703
Telephone: (608) 267-9255

Wisconsin FFA Center
P.O. Box 110
Spencer, WI 54479
Telephone: (715) 659-4807
www.wisconsinffa.org






For Immediate Release								              
Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director         Phone: 715-659-4807         Email:  czimmerman@wisconsinffa.org
    Jeff Hicken, State FFA Advisor			 Phone: 608-267-9255         Email:  jeffrey.hicken@dpi.wi.gov
RIVERDALE WINS STATE FFA
MILK QUALITY AND PRODUCTS CONTEST

The Riverdale FFA Chapter was named the state winning FFA Milk Quality and Products Career Development Event Team.  Team members include: Sati Bailey, Tamara Thomas, Katelynn Hillsheim and Daly Savannah.  Paul Marshall is their advisor. Curtis Weltzien of Arcadia FFA was the top individual. His advisors are Steven Schank and Kevin Whalen.    
Participants taste milk samples for flavor, identify 14 different types of cheese, score the degree of sediment on milk pads according to the USDA sediment standards for milk and milk products and evaluate milk samples using the California Mastitis Test.  In addition to rating the quality of the milk, participants evaluate five milker part units and then score the number and severity of defects.  They also complete a 50-question written exam on milk production and marketing.
The team will now compete for plaques and individual medals at the National FFA Milk Quality and Products Career Development Event to be held in October in Indianapolis, Indiana during the 91st National FFA Convention.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Milk Quality and Products Career Development Event is sponsored at the state level by Wisconsin FFA Foundation Annual Fund. On the National level this event is sponsored by Culver’s and Dairy Farmers of America.

The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 251 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 11 to 14 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis. The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 21,173 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807. 
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