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RIVER RIDGE WINS STATE FFA 
MEATS EVALUATION & TECHNOLOGY CONTEST
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The River Ridge FFA Chapter was named the state winning FFA Meats Evaluation & Technology Career Development Event Team.  Team members include: Abby Meier Jen Tzkendra, Blake Wegmuller and Archie Cooley. Their advisor is Shea Esser. The top competing individual was Zach Mickelson of De Forest FFA.  Zach’s advisors are Dan Kvalheim and Gwen Boettcher.
A written exam tests knowledge of meat selection, storage, cooking, nutrition and safety, and the formulation of the least-cost combination of making either hamburger or wieners of bologna.  Students also identify cuts of meat by species (beef, pork or lamb), retail trade name and prime cut identification.  Six carcasses comprise the quality, yield grading and carcass pricing class.  Students also evaluate two carcasses or cut classes.
The team will now compete for plaques and individual medals at the National FFA Career Development Events to be held in October in Indianapolis, Indiana during the 91st National FFA Convention.
The Meats Evaluation and Technology Career Development Event is sponsored at the state level by the Wisconsin Association of Meat Processors and Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Jesi Betley. National sponsors are: Cargill Protein, Hormel Food Corporation and Tyson Foods, Inc.
The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 251 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 11 to 14 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis. The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 21,173 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807. 
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