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For Immediate Release                                           Contact: Cheryl Zimmerman, State FFA Executive Director
                                                                                                          Phone: 715-659-4807    Email: wiffa@tznet.com 
ROBINSON WINS WISCONSIN FFA 

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT AWARD
MADISON, WIS., June 15, 2010 – Donnie Robinson of the Lomira FFA Chapter was named the 2010 winner of the State FFA Landscape Management Proficiency Award.  This award recognizes the student who best demonstrates an understanding of landscape design and management.  
Donnie’s advisor is Dan Robinson.  Donnie is employed by Brownsville Athletic Association to maintain the ball diamonds and grounds area for the Dale Michels Memorial Park.  Robinson has complete control of maintaining, marking and painting the playing fields.  He uses a spike drag to smooth out rough conditions, brings in fill for low wet spots and uses lime to make straight lines visible to both umpires and players.  
Donnie has created hanging storage space in the equipment house for rakes, hoes and other hand tools.  He also pulls weeds and removes debris from the park’s sign.  Robinson communicates with coaches and village superintendants to complete schedules, track grooming times and rain dates.  He uses this master chart attached to his parents, Jackie and Dan Robinson’s refrigerator to contact teams with updated information.  

Donnie is most proud of his diamond preparations for the American Legion Regional playoff games and the 2008 Wisconsin State Legion games.  
Six state finalists in this award area received cash awards made possible by state-level sponsorship from the Wisconsin Landscape Contractors Association.   

Robinson will find out this summer if he is selected as one of four national finalists. If selected, he will compete at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., in October. The four finalists will each receive a plaque and scholarship money thanks to national sponsorship by John Deere and the Tractor Supply Company.
The Wisconsin FFA Convention celebrates the accomplishments of the students, advisors and supporters. It hosts over 3,000 members, advisors and guests, representing 250 local agricultural education programs. This year’s convention was held June 14 to 17 at the Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall in Madison, Wis.

The Wisconsin Association of FFA is a leading student organization due to the efforts of more than 17,000 students across that state. With a focus on premier leadership, personal growth and career success, students’ FFA activities complement agricultural classroom instruction by giving them an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge while gaining real-world experience. These activities are dependent on donor funding through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation. For more information about Wisconsin FFA and the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, visit www.wisconsinffa.org or www.wisconsinffafoundation.org, become a fan of Wisconsin FFA Foundation on Facebook, or call 715-659-4807.  
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