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Wisconsin Association of FFA Leadership Development Events
The Wisconsin Association of FFA makes available seven events for Wisconsin FFA members to participate in.
These seven competitions include Creed Speaking, Prepared Public Speaking, Extemporaneous Public
Speaking, Parliamentary Procedure, Discussion Meet, Quiz Bowl and Employment Skills.

Levels of Competition
Local Competitions: Leadership Development Events begin at the local level. All local competitions are
under the direction of the local FFA advisors who set local policy for how members are selected to represent
their FFA chapter. Each local chapter is allowed to send two competitors/teams to the district competition
except for Parliamentary Procedure where only one team is allowed.
District Competitions: District competitions should be held between January 20 and February 20 at the school
of the designated district host. There will be 30 district competitions held. District competitions are typically
held immediately after school at the host chapter’s school. These competitions depending on the number
competitors and efficiency of the competition may last until 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. All competitors must follow the
rules in each of the specific speaking competitions as set forth by the Wisconsin Association of FFA. Two
individuals/teams will be selected to advance to the sectional competition for each of the events.
Sectional Competitions: Sectional competitions are held during the month of March at the school of the State
Officer from the corresponding section. There will be 10 sectional competitions held. Sectional competitions
are typically held immediately after school at the host chapter’s school. These competitions depending on the
number of competitors and efficiency of the competition may last until 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
All competitions must follow the rules in each of the specific speaking competitions as set forth by the
Wisconsin Association of FFA. One individual/team will advance in each event to the state level of
competition.
State Level Competitions: State level competition is held in conjunction with the State FFA Convention. The
state competitions will be coordinated by the State FFA Executive Director with the help of event managers and
the state FFA president. All competitors must follow the rules in each of the specific
speaking competitions as set for by the Wisconsin Association of FFA. Each competitor will begin at the semifinal level. There will be one representative from each section. From the semi-finals, four individuals/teams
will be selected to advance to the final round.
At the state level, it is determined on a rotational basis of which sections compete against each other. One year
the even and odd sections will be grouped together. The following year Section 1-5 and Section 6-10 will
compete in the semi final round. Thus the next year it would rotate back to the even and odd sections
competing in the semi-final round.
National Level Competitions: The following competitions advance to national competition at the National
FFA Convention - Creed Speaking, Prepared Public Speaking, Extemporaneous Public Speaking, Parliamentary
Procedure and Employment Skills. Individuals/teams selected as State Winners will advance to the National
Competitions. All rules set forth by the National FFA Organization must be followed at this level. All
competitors must be certified by the State FFA Executive Director by July 1. If an individual is unable to
compete at Nationals, the State Runner-Up would be offered the opportunity to compete.
It is the responsibility of the state winner to coordinate their travel to the National FFA Convention and the
national competition. Each state winner will receive a packet of information with the national competition
details after they are fully certified to compete through the National FFA office.

Hosting District and Sectional Leadership Development Events
All FFA chapters are expected to host a district event when it becomes their turn in alphabetical rotation (by
Post Office Box Town/City) within their district. If, for any reason, a chapter feels that they cannot host when it

is their turn, a chapter may request to the State FFA Executive Director and State FFA Board of Directors to be
skipped in the rotation. If a school who is scheduled to host a district competition has a new instructor, that
chapter would automatically be skipped over, so a new instructor does not have this responsibility placed on
their shoulders during their first year of teaching.
The underlined chapter in each district on the annual list of updated chapters is the host school and in charge of
the district event. The event may be held at an alternate location if mutually agreed upon by the chapters in that
district, but the underlined chapter is still in charge of the event. State officers will be available to assist district
hosts as long as their schedule works out with the scheduled event date.
It is the responsibility of the district host to determine the date of the event, notify chapters in their district,
select judges for each competition and coordinate all material provided to them in the District Speaking Event
Host materials posted on the Wisconsin FFA website and provided by the Wisconsin FFA Center.
The sectional speaking competition is hosted by the current state FFA officer and their advisor in each of the 10
sections. It is the responsibility of the state FFA officers and their advisor to select a date, notify chapters in
their sections, select judges and coordinate all material provided to them in the Sectional Speaking Event Host
materials posted on the Wisconsin FFA website and provided by the Wisconsin FFA Center.

Philosophy of National FFA Career and Leadership Development Events
The National FFA Organization is dedicated to organizing experiences that will meet the future needs of
students while accomplishing the current purposes of agricultural education. The primary goal of career
development events is to develop individual responsibilities, foster teamwork and promote communication
while recognizing the value of ethical competition and individual achievement.
The activities in each career development event:
• include problem solving, critical thinking and teamwork skills, where appropriate.
• encourage appreciation for diversity by reducing barriers to participation among members.
• develop general leadership and recognize individual and team achievement.
• promote concentrated focus on future needs of members and society.
The National FFA Organization assumes the leadership role in developing and continuously improving relevant
FFA career development events. National career development events should reflect instruction that currently
takes place in the entire agricultural education program, including classroom instruction, laboratory instruction,
individualized instruction and/or supervised agricultural experience. Career development events and awards are
intended to be an outgrowth of instruction. Also, it is appropriate for the national organization to develop career
development events and awards that stimulate instruction in emerging areas that reflect both current and future
community, national and global work force needs. National FFA Career Development Events should be
developed with significant input from FFA members, teachers, partners, respective industry sponsors and others
involved in agricultural education. The National FFA Organization continues to encourage accessibility and
provide opportunities for achievement and recognition for students with diverse backgrounds.
Career development events that include team activities should be based on cooperation and teamwork while
recognizing the value of competition and individual achievement. Where appropriate, team activities will be
included that require two or more members from one chapter working cooperatively.

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Career Cluster Content Standards
Agriculture is a highly technical and ever-changing industry upon which everyone is dependent. In order to
maintain agriculture as the nation’s number one industry, it is crucial to understand the importance of
agrisciences, marketing strategies, safe food production and continuous research. Strong, relevant agriscience
programs are one way to maintain the nation’s agricultural edge.
The National AFNR Career Cluster Content Standards were developed as part of the National FFA 10 x 15

project to provide state agricultural education leaders and teachers with a forward thinking guide for what
students should know and be able to do through the study of agriculture. The National AFNR Career Cluster
Content Standards should be used as a guide to develop well-planned curriculum in agriscience education to be
delivered to students throughout the country. For a complete copy of the AFNR Career Cluster Content
Standards please visit www.agedlearning.org.
National FFA Organization has adopted the AFNR Career Cluster Content Standards and integrated them into
all national award and recognition programs for the benefit of the members, school administration and
agriculture as a whole. Details outlining the incorporation of the standards in career development events can be
found at the end of each event chapter in the National FFA CDE handbook.

Eligibility of Participants
A. Each participant must be a current, bona fide, dues paying FFA member in good standing with the local
chapter, state FFA association and the National FFA Organization during the school year in which the
participant is competing.
B. The participant in FFA Leadership Development Events must:
1. Be a high school FFA member; high school refers to grades 9-12. (A graduating senior is considered
eligible to compete in state and national career development events up to and including his/her first
national convention following graduation.)
2. Be a middle school FFA member; middle school refers to grades 7 and 8 for those competitions
indicated as eligible for middle school participation.
3. Have qualified as a 7th, 8th or 9th grade member to participate in the Creed speaking event.
4. While in high school, be enrolled in at least one agricultural education course during the school year
and/or follow a planned course of study; either course must include a supervised agricultural experience
program, the objective of which is preparation for an agricultural career.
The National FFA Constitution provides flexibility to meet the needs of students enrolled in nontraditional programs. For this purpose a student needs to be enrolled in at least one agricultural
education course during the year they participant in an event.
5. If a student moves to a different chapter or a different state once a he/she has qualified to move to the
next level of competition in a career development event, that student may be allowed to compete in the
event with the school he/she qualified with during the qualifying year.
C. A chapter is allowed to have 2 members from their chapter participate in all individuals competitions as
well as 2 teams in the quiz bowl competition. Only 1 team per chapter is allowed to participate in the
Parliamentary Procedure competition.
D. FFA members are allowed to compete in no more than two individual events and one team event at the
District level of competition during the current school year. Once a member has won a State Level Competition
in a particular event, they cannot compete in that event again. No student may participate in more than one
National level FFA Career Development Event each year if they advance to that level.
E. A state speaking competition winner may not compete again in the same speaking event in succeeding years.
A student may not participate more than once in the same official National FFA Career Development Event if
they participate in the National Level Competition.
F. Members of the state winning team may not participate in any team parliamentary procedure event in
subsequent years. However, a team’s secretary may serve as a demonstrator, or a demonstrator may serve as the
team secretary in one subsequent year.
G. Members cannot compete in other district or sectional competitions other than their own. If a member
cannot attend a scheduled district or sectional event, the member cannot go to another district or section to
compete. District and sectional hosts can do whatever possible to accommodate members who may have a

conflict with the event date, but the host is not required to hold a separate competition for those individuals.
Due to the nature of this competition, inclement weather, illness or other events could interfere with the event
date. However, to readjust the scheduled competition is very difficult and the competition will go forth as
scheduled, unless all the schools in that district or section agree to accommodate these individuals.

Disqualification
A. Participating in more than 2 individual and/or more than 1 team event. Breaking of this rule will also
disqualify the entire team if the infraction occurs with the team event.
B. Not submitting the proper bibliography for a prepared manuscript.
C. Proof that plagiarism has occurred.
D. Any communication, verbal or non-verbal, between participants during a career development event will be
sufficient cause to eliminate the team member involved from the career development event. This includes
sharing questions asked during competition or other information that would give someone a distinct advantage
in the event. The only exception to this would be communications between team members during the team
activity portion of a given career development event.
E. Any assistance given to a team member from any source other than the career development event officials or
assistants will be sufficient cause to eliminate the team from the career development event.
F. Event superintendents may stop any participant if they deem their manner to be hazardous either to
themselves or others. Such action shall deem the individuals disqualified for that section of the career
development event.
G. Participants who start an event and do not complete the event without notifying event officials at the time of
departure will be disqualified. This can affect the overall team rank and position. In some events this will also
disqualify the entire team.
H. Participants will not be allowed to utilize personal electronic communication devices, other than those
approved by the event officials, during the entire course of the event. Participants who access personal
electronic communication devices without prior approval of the event officials will be disqualified.
I. No participant shall gain access to real materials that will be utilized by the event committee during
competition. Any team, participant, advisor or coach reported and proven to do so will be disqualified from the
national event.

Confidential Information
Labeled as Confidential Information is the necessary information to complete the various speaking events which
only the judges can view. This information includes Creed questions, Extemporaneous Speaking topics,
Parliamentary Procedure items of business, abilities and questions, selected Discussion Meet topics and Quiz
Bowl questions.
This Confidential Information is generated from the office of the Wisconsin FFA Executive Director and
provided to district and sectional hosts as well as the state FFA convention event managers and superintendents.
Once a competition is completed ALL Confidential Information must be returned to the Wisconsin FFA Center.
Advisors and competitors are not allowed to reproduce this information.
If a host, advisor, member or other individual is found copying or using this information for any other purpose
than the actual competition, further action will be taken by the Wisconsin FFA Board of Directors.
Disqualification of the individual or the chapter of the individual in question may occur if confidential
information is abused and not properly handled as is ethically appropriate and as requested by the Wisconsin
FFA Center.

Awards
The State FFA Association will provide awards for district winners and runners-up funded through the
Wisconsin FFA Foundation, Inc. as funding is available. Awards will also be provided to sectional and state
winners. More award plaques, pins and money can be provided to contestants as more sponsors are found
through the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, Inc. Speaking competition projects are currently available for funding.

Advancement to Next Level of Competition
In order for an individual and/or team to advance to the next level of competition (ie. from district to sectional;
from sectional to state), an individual and/or team must be present at the qualifying competition in order to
advance even if there is only one or two individuals or teams entered to compete. They must technically
“qualify” onsite to advance to the next level. When qualifying as a team, the team must have the minimum
number of participants on the representing team at the competition in order to qualify to advance.
A team is allowed to make the necessary substitutions throughout the various levels of competition, however,
they must always have at least the minimum number of team members and not exceed the maximum number of
members on a team in order to advance.
If either the first or second place individual/team depending upon the level of competition cannot compete in
the next level of competition, the next individual/team in line will be asked to compete.
Contestants will advance from their respective districts to the Sectional Event. If a district does not produce
two contestants eligible to send on to the sectional event in any event, those spots will be given to contestants
from another district who did not receive first or second place. If there is one spot open to fill and two
contestants from different districts both in third place, both 3rd place contestants/teams from the different
districts would advance resulting in 7 contestants/teams in the Sectional Event.
• Example 1: District 1 had only one creed speaker. District 2 had two creed speakers and District 3 had three
creed speakers. The third place contestant from District 3 would now have the chance to participate in the
sectional event because District 1 left a spot vacant.
• Example 2: District 1 had only one creed speaker. District 2 had three creed speakers and District 3 had four
creed speakers. Both third place contestants from District 2 and 3 would now have a chance to participate in the
sectional speaking event and the event will have a seventh contestant. **Should one of these 7 creed speakers
cancel the sectional creed speaking event would revert to 6 participants. If a 2nd creed speaker cancels the 4th
creed speaker from District 3 could then advance (provided deadline had not passed). The Sectional Creed
Speaking Event would still have 6 participants.***
Vacancies can be filled from other Districts up to one week prior to the Sectional Speaking Event date.
Vacancies can be filled from within the same district up to the Sectional Speaking Event date.
It is the responsibility of the District Host Chapter to provide the necessary materials to the FFA Center for this
to become a reality at their Sectional Event.
District Host chapters need to make sure the following judges’ materials are returned to the FFA Center as
quickly as possible:
1. Final ranking (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc.) of each participant in every event
2. Sum of the Rank for each contestant/team that participated in Creed, Prepared, Extemporaneous,
Discussion Meet, Employment Skills and Parliamentary Procedure events
3. For Quiz Bowl the Chapter Head-to-Head Tally Score Sheets for all brackets that were used
If these materials are not returned to the FFA Center, members in your district that placed 3rd and possibly even
4th will not be given the opportunity to fill the vacant 2nd and/or 1st place individual/team speaking events
advancing to the Sectional level.

Substitutions
Substitutions are allowed on the quiz bowl and parliamentary procedure teams when moving from one event
level to the next. Students can be replaced or added on a team with students who may have not have competed
at preceding levels of competitions. However there must always be the number of students that fall within the
eligibility requirements of that team (3-5 members for quiz bowl and 5-7 for parliamentary procedure).
If an individual in an individual speaking event is unable to advance to the next level of competition, the student
must inform the Wisconsin FFA Center and the next student that was ranked in the competition will be invited
to participate in the next level of competition. No substitutions from a chapter are allowed in individual events.

Proper Official Dress
Participants are expected to observe the National FFA Code of Ethics and the proper use of the FFA jacket
during career development events. (Please reference the latest edition of the Official FFA Manual.) Proper
Official Dress is required for all speaking competitions with an exception in the Junior High Quiz Bowl
Competition at the District and Section Levels.
Proper Official Dress consists of the following:
Males: Official FFA Jacket zipped to the top, black slacks, black socks, black dress shoes, a white collaredshirt with official FFA tie.
Females: Official FFA Jacket zipped to the top, black skirts or pants are acceptable, white-collared blouse with
official FFA blue scarf, black dress shoes with a closed heel and toe, black nylon hosiery. The skirt is to be at
least knee length, hemmed evenly across the bottom, with a slit no longer than two inches above the knee,
excluding the kick pleat. (Taken from the FFA Official Manual page 21).
In looking proper in the Official FFA dress, a member should:
• Look neat in their appearance with shirts tucked in and ties and scarves tied properly.
Policy has been updated that an “open door” to those who want to view competitions is allowed. However, no
one can enter or leave the room during a participant’s performance. If an open door procedure is used at the
event site, there MUST be a holding room for competitors in the Creed and Quiz Bowl competitions as the
same questions are used for all participants.
If a district event wishes to have a more closed door policy that would have to be decided by the advisors in
attendance at that event. What this would mean is that for individuals who wish to watch a member/team
compete, that once the person watching enters the room to listen to a competitor, they must stay in the room for
the entire competition. No one is to leave the room once they have heard a competitor except for the contestant
themselves or no audience is allowed.

Accessibility for All Students
All special needs requests must be made to the District, Sectional and State level hosts/coordinators so that
appropriate documentation and arrangements may be considered. Last minute notification may cause problems
for the host to provide the needed arrangements. Students needing an interpreter or other professional service
are asked to have their home school provide such an individual who would accompany the participant to the
competition.

Rules and Procedures Review
State FFA rules for speaking competitions will be reviewed annually by the State FFA Executive Director to
keep current with any changes forwarded from the National FFA Organization. Rules and procedures may be
revised to address concerns or changes in the various events.
Every five years, a group of FFA advisors will review all speaking events for any changes to the current
speaking events. These recommendations will be presented to the State FFA Board of Directors for acceptance
or rejection. The State FFA Board of Directors has the right to forward any rule changes to the delegates at the
State FFA Convention for a final vote.

The State FFA Board of Directors will give final approval of the addition of any new speaking competitions
either forwarded from the National FFA Organization or recommended from FFA state officers and/or advisors.
They will also give final approval for any major changes recommended in rules or procedures.
Event
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1
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1

2
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1

2
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Yes

5-7
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Yes

Prepared Speaking

Yes

1

2

Yes

Quiz Bowl

Not required at
Districts;
Recommended at
Sectionals;
Required at State

3-5

2 teams

No

Prepared Public Speaking Leadership Development Event
I. Purpose
The FFA Prepared Speaking Event is designed to develop agricultural leadership, communication skills
and promote interest in leadership and citizenship by providing for member participation in agricultural
public speaking activities.
II. Event Rules
A. An FFA member must be in good standing with the local chapter and the state FFA association. The
member cannot have graduated from high school at the time of the district event for the given
competition year. A State FFA Prepared Speaking winner may not compete again in any FFA Prepared
Public Speaking event in succeeding years.
B. An FFA chapter may have two entries for Prepared Public Speaking at the district event in a given year.
Two district winners will advance to the sectional event. These may be from the same school, if so
selected by the judges. One sectional winner per section will advance to the state event.
C. Official FFA dress must be worn by all participants. Deductions for deviations from Official FFA dress
will be at the discretion of the judges who will consider special situations when presented prior to the
participant's presentation.
D. Manuscript: Each student's manuscript will be the result of the student's own efforts. It is expected
that the participant will take advantage of all available training facilities in their local school in
developing their speaking ability. Facts and working data may be secured from any source but must be
appropriately documented.
E. Props: The use of props and a podium are not permitted in any level of competition.
F. Any participant in possession of an electronic device during the competition is subject to
disqualification.
G. Recording of presentations is permitted by one person from each participant’s chapter for that
participant only.
III. Event Format
A. Materials to be submitted to event host:
1.) Participants must provide the host chapter advisor with 4 copies of their written manuscript
POSTMARKED 2 weeks before the date of the event in order that the judges have adequate
time to review the manuscripts. Those advancing on to the state event must submit 6 copies of
their manuscripts to the Wisconsin FFA Center postmarked the date set by the State FFA
Executive Director (Tentatively May 25). Every day that the prepared speech is late, the
participant will lose 25 points.
2.) Manuscript requirements:
§ Formatted to 8 1/2” x 11” double spaced with a 1” margin
§ Cover page including the speech title, participant’s name, chapter and year
§ Font size must be 12 point using a serif (Times New Roman, Cambria, etc.) or sans
serif font (Ariel, Calibri, etc.)
§ Follow the most current APA style guide for developing a reference list and in text
citations.
§ Do not bind or place in folders or covers. Place a staple in upper-left corner.
§ Manuscripts not meeting these guidelines will be penalized.
3.) Reference List: A complete and accurate reference list should be included in manuscript. All
participants should give credit to others where any direct quotes, phrases, or special data are used
in the manuscript, in order not to be guilty of plagiarism.
B. Subjects
Participants may choose any current subject of an agricultural nature for their speeches. This may
include but is not limited to the areas of agribusiness, animal systems, plant systems, environmental
services, food products and processing, natural resource systems and power, structural and technical

systems. Official judges shall disqualify a participant if he or she speaks on a non-agricultural
subject.
C. Time Limit: Each speech shall be a minimum of six minutes in length and a maximum of eight
minutes. Participants are to be penalized one point per second on each judge’s score sheet for being
under six minutes or over eight minutes.
Each participant will be allowed five minutes additional time immediately following their speech, in
which they will be asked questions relating to their speech.
The official timer will keep track of time during the speech, for the judges. The official timekeeper
will not indicate the time to the participant at any point during the event. The timekeeper will
announce the conclusion of the five-minute time period for questions for each participant. Timing
for the question section of each participant’s presentation will begin when a judge has completed the
first question to that participant.
D. Use of Note Cards: Participants may use note cards at the district event only. Participants
may not have the manuscript or note cards before them at sectional, state or national events.
Penalties for the need for prompting will be assigned by the judges; their discretion and judgment in
the amount of penalty to be assessed will be final.
IV. Judging
A. Three competent and impartial judges will be selected to judge the event. At least one judge should
have an agricultural background. At the time of the event, the judges will be seated in different
sections of the event room. Decision of the judges is final.
B. Prior to the event, the judges will be furnished with copies of the participants’ manuscripts. The
judges will read each manuscript and score on content and composition using the manuscript portion
of the score sheet.
C. Judges are responsible for developing questions for each participant based off the manuscript that
they receive from each participant. Questions shall pertain directly to the speaker’s subject.
Questions containing two or more parts should be avoided.
D. The chairman of the event or another designated individual shall draw for the order of competition in
an impartial manner. A designated individual shall then introduce each participant by name to the
judges and in order of the drawing. Applause shall be withheld until all participants have spoken.
E. Two designated timekeepers will record the time used by each participant in delivering his or her
speech, noting under time or overtime, if any for which deductions will be made.
F. Each judge will ask questions at the conclusion of the oral presentation of the speech. Judges will
score each participant on the ability to answer all questions asked by judges. The full five minutes
for questions should be used.
G. When all participants have finished speaking, each judge will total the score on composition,
delivery and response to questions for each participant. The timekeepers’ record will be used in
computing the final score for each participant. Participants shall be ranked in numerical order on the
basis of the final score to be determined by each judge. The judges’ score sheets will then be
submitted to event chairman.
H. Participants shall be ranked in numerical order on the basis of the final score to be determined by
each judge without consultation. The judges’ ranking of each participant then shall be added and the
winner will be that participant whose total of rankings is the lowest. Other placings shall be
determined in the same manner (low rank method of selection.)
VI. Scoring
A. Manuscript Scorecard (200 points)
B. Presentation Scorecard (500 points)
C. Response to Questions Scorecard (300 points)
Total Points = 1,000

VII. Tiebreakers
Ties will be broken based on the greatest number of low ranks. Participants’ low ranks will be counted
and the participant with the greatest number of low ranks will be declared the winner. If a tie still exists,
the judges will rank the participants response to questions. The participant with the lowest rank from the
response to questions will be declared the winner. If a tie still exists the participants’ raw scores will be
totaled. The participant with the greatest total or raw points will be declared the winner.
VIII. References/Resources
This list of references is not intended to be all inclusive.
Other sources may be utilized, and teachers are encouraged to make use of the very best instructional
materials available. Make sure to use discretion when selecting website references by only using
reputable, proven sites. The following list contains references that may prove helpful during event
preparation. The most current edition of resources should be used.
Past CDE materials, finals hall footage and other resources are available on FFA.org.
National
FFA Core Catalog: DEVELOPING GREAT SPEECHES GUIDE
•
• APA Style Guide (most current edition) – www.apastyle.org
• Speak Well, latest edition, Liz O’Brien, McGraw-Hill Higher Education
• Purdue’s Online Writing Lab – APA Formatting Guide:
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Content Standards
CS.01.01. Performance Indicator: Examine issues and trends that impact AFNR systems on local, state, national and global levels.
Measurement Assessed

Where measured in event

CS.7.02.01.c. Evaluate a public policy within
AFNR systems and defend or challenge it.

Manuscript

Academic Content Standards
Addressed

CS.02.02. Performance Indicator: Examine the components of the AFNR systems and their impact on the local, state, national and
global society and economy.
CS.02.02.01.c. Devise a strategy for explaining
components of AFNR systems to audiences
with limited knowledge.

Presentation

CS.02.02.03.c. Evaluate how positive or
negative changes in the local, state, national
or global economy impacts AFNR systems.

Manuscript

CRP.04.01. Performance Indicator: Speak using strategies that ensure clarity, logic, purpose and professionalism in formal and
informal settings.
CRP.04.01.01.a. Identify and categorize
strategies for ensuring clarity, logic, purpose
and professionalism in verbal and non-verbal
communication (e.g., vocal tone, organization
of thoughts, eye contact, preparation, etc.).

Presentation

CRP.04.01.02.b. Apply strategies for speaking
with clarity, logic, purpose and
professionalism in a variety of situations in
formal and informal settings.

Presentation

CRP.04.02. Performance Indicator: Produce clear, reasoned and coherent written communication in formal and informal settings.
CRP.04.02.02.c. Compose clear and coherent
written documents (e.g., agendas, audiovisuals, drafts, forms, etc.) for formal and
informal settings.

Manuscript

CRP.04.03. Performance Indicator: Model active listening strategies when interacting with others in formal and informal settings.
CRP.04.03.01.b. Apply active listening
strategies (e.g., be attentive, observe nonverbal cues, ask clarifying questions, etc.).

Presentation

CRP.04.03.02.c. Model active listening
strategies in formal and informal settings.

Presentation
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FFA Prepared Public Speaking Leadership Development Event Rubric–PART 1 of 2
MANUSCRIPT AND COMPOSITION RUBRIC – 200 points
CONTESTANT NAME

INDICATOR
Topic relevance

CHAPTER

Very strong evidence of
skill is present
5-4 points

Moderate evidence of
skill is present
3-2 points

Strong evidence of
skill is not present
1-0 points

Topic addresses an issue Topic addresses an issue
facing the industry of
that may show some
agriculture.
relationship to the
industry of agriculture.

Topic addresses an
issue that is unrelated
to the industry of
agriculture.

x6

Position is not stated
and evidence is not
provided.

x8

Persuasive explanation of Position clearly stated and Position is not obvious
position on topic
ample evidence is
and evidence is not
provided.
clearly provided.

Points
Weight
Earned

Alternative viewpoints
recognized

Identifies and counters
alternative viewpoints.

Only identifies alternate Does not identify
viewpoints.
alternate viewpoints.

Logical order and unity
of thought

Clearly organized and
concise with strong
introduction, body and
conclusion layout.

Good organization with
few statements out of
place or lacking in clear
construction.

Little to no
organization is present;
sometimes awkward
and lacking
construction.

x4

Spelling/grammar
Spelling and grammar are
(sentence structure, verb extremely high quality
agreement, etc.).
with two or less errors in
the document

Spelling and grammar are
adequate with three to
five errors in the
document.

Spelling and grammar
are less than adequate
with six or more errors
in the document.

x7

Quality of resources

Resources are from
questionable sources.

Resources are
unreliable and invalid.

x6

Manuscript written
according to guidelines
Double-spaced formatted
to 8½” x 11” with 1”
margins
12 point serif (Times new
roman, Cambria, etc.) or
sans serif font (Ariel,
Calibri, etc.)
Cover page with speech
title, participant’s name,
state and year
APA style for references
and citations

Resources are from
reputable sources.
5 points

x4

0 points

x1

x1
x3

TOTAL POINTS

Total
Points

FFA Prepared Public Speaking Leadership Development Event Rubric – PART 2 of 2
PRESENTATION AND QUESTION RUBRIC – 800 points
CONTESTANT NAME

CHAPTER

Very strong evidence
Moderate evidence
of skill is present
of skill is present
5-4 points
3-2 points
Oral Communication and Non-Verbal Communication
Examples (stories, statistics, etc.) Examples are usually
Supporting
are vivid, precise and clearly
concrete and sometimes
evidence
INDICATORS

Persuasive use
of evidence
Pace

Command
of audience
Eye contact
Mannerisms and
gestures

explained.
Exemplary use of evidence to
persuade listeners.

Speaks very articulately at rate that Speaks articulately but
engages audience.
occasionally speaks too fast
or has long unnecessary
hesitations.
Speaker uses appropriate emphasis Speaker presents speech as
and tone to captivate audience.
mere repeating of facts and
speech comes across as a
report.
Constantly looks at the entire
Mostly looks around the
audience (90 to 100 percent of the audience (60 to 80 percent
time).
of the time).
No nervous habits are displayed. Sometimes exhibits
Hand motions are expressive and nervous habits. Hands are
used to emphasize talking points. sometimes used to express
or emphasize.
Portrays confidence and
composure through appropriate
body language (stance, posture,
facial expressions)

Poise

need clarification.
Sufficient use of evidence
to persuade listeners.

Maintains control most of
the time; rarely loses
composure.

Strong evidence of skill
Points
is not present
Weight
Earned
1-0 points
Examples are sometimes
confusing leaving the
listeners with questions.
Has difficulty using evidence
to persuade listeners.
Speaks too slow or too fast to
engage audience.

Speaker lacks enthusiasm and
power to engage audience.

Occasionally looks at
someone or some groups (less
than 50 percent of the time).
Displays some nervous
habits. Hands are not used to
emphasize talking points;
hand motions are sometimes
distracting.
Lacks confidence and
composure.

Response to Questions
Is able to respond with organized Answers effectively but has Rambles or responds before
Response to
thoughts and concise answers.
to stop and think and
thinking.
questions
Knowledge of
topic

Answer shows thorough
knowledge of the subject and
supports answer with strong
evidence.

sometimes gets off focus.
Answer shows some
knowledge of the subject
but lacks strong evidence.

Answer shows little
knowledge of subject and
lacks evidence.

x 15
x 15

x 15

x 20

x 10

x 10

x 15

x 20

x 40

TOTAL POINTS
TOTAL POINTS
Total Points Manuscript and Composition

________

Total Points Presentation and Questions

________

Gross Total Points

________

*Less time deductions: (1pt./sec.)

-________

Late Manuscript Deduction:

-________

NET TOTAL POINTS:

________

Judge’s Signature: __________________________________ Date: _______________________

Rank of Contestant:________

Total
Score

